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1 RECKON MOST FOLKS HAVE HEARP OF THOMAS SMITH, THE UTTLE SAILOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS WHO 
TURNER UP IH WESTPORT, MISSOURI ONE PAY IN 1095 ABOARP THE CONTRAPTION HE CALLER 
A WINPWA60N 



HEP RI66EP HIMSELF A PECK ANP A SAIL ANP A TILLER ON TOP 
OF A NASON, ANP JUST ABOUT TPIEP TO MAKE A PRAIRIE 
SCHOONER INTO A REAL SCHOONER. FI&UREP ON BUILPIN6 
HIMSELF A INHOLE FLEET ANP /SETTING RICH, SHIPPIN6 FOLKS 
ANP FREI6HT TO SANTA FE OR WHEREVER THEY M/6HT HAVE 
A MINP TO 60 



ESTORS OUT FOR 
RUN, SMITH ALLOINEP AS HOW THE 
MI6HT NOT BE COMPLETELY 
SMOOTH YET, THOU6H THE IPEA WAS 
SOUNP, BUT THE FOLKS IN WESTPORT 
WERENT INTERESTEP. 



EOT 



BUY 



WELL. AS YOU MI6HT HAVE HEARP, HE 
SOME OF THE FOLKS IN WESTPORT TO 
STOCK IN HIS FIRM, ANP HE BUILT HIMSELF 
A BI66ER, BETTER WINPWA60N FROM 
THE 6ROUNP UP 



U/ipdvuagop 
apd tfye /T\arti 

by I^au/regce U/att-fyags 



ANP IF YOU ASK HOW I COME TO KNOW 
IT, WELL, I HEARP IT FROM SMITH 
HIMSELF, BUT THATS ANOTHER STORY 
ENTIRELY. HERBS THE WAY OF IT... 



Adapted by Fred Burke 

Pencilled by Darick Robertson Inked by Mark Pacella 
Painted by Sam Parsons and Reuben Rude 
Lettered by Wayne Truman Edited by Letitia Clozer 



IEAPIN6 WEST FROM WESTPORT, 
SMITH SAILER ON, STOPPN6 NOW ANP THEN 
TO TELL FOLKS HIS IPEAS, ANP HE WAS 
PLUM PlSCONCERTEP TO LEARN THAT THERE 
WASNT A TOWN HE TR/EP THAT WANTBP 



AFTER A TIME HE HAP EOT MOST OF THE 
TO SANTA FE, BUT HAP LOST THE TRAIL A6AIN- 
THE STEERIN& WAS STILL A MITE PIFF/CULT-WHEN 
HE NOTICBP THAT THE SANP WAS SETT INS TO 
BE AWFULLY REP. 

' 



LAST ANYONE HEARP. OLP WINPWAAON 
SMITH WAS SAUJN6 WEST ACROSS THE 
PRAIRIE LOOKIN6 FOR BRAVER SOULS. 



A SOOP MANY FOLKS HAVE WONPEREP 
WHATEVER BECAME OF WINPWASON SMITH, 
MYSELF AMON6ST THEM, ANP I'M PLEASEP 
TO BE ABLE TO TELL THE STORY. 
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//LjB 

we sky was getting papkep, 

TOO, ANP WHAT'S MOPE, SMITH 
SUPPENLY FELT SOPT OF LIGHT, 
AS IF THE WINP MIGHT JUST 
SLOW HIM OFF HIS OWN PECK, 
EVEN THOUGH IT PtPN'T SEEM 
TO BE SLOWING ANV HAPPEN 
THAN BEFOPE. 





ANP HE WAS HAVING A LITTLE 
TPOUBLE SHEATHING, LIKE AS 
IF HEP GOT HIMSELF UP ON 
TOP OF A MOUNTAIN. 



LIKE THIS. 






OLP WINPWAGON 
SMITH HAP HEAP UP ON THE 
WEST BEFOPE HE EVEP LEFT 
MASSACHUSETTS, ANP HE‘P 
NEVEP HEAPP OF ANYTHING 



HE OOMMENOEP TO SE 
SEPIOUSLY WOPPIBP ANP 
FUPLEP THE SAILS PIGHT UP 
SO THAT THAT WINPWAGON 
OF HIS POLLEP TO A STOP 
IN THE M/PPLE OF THAT 
PEP PESEPT. 








SUT NO MATTES WHEPE SMITH 
LOOKEP, ALL HE OOULP SEE WAS 
THAT PEP, PEP SANP THE 
HOPIZON LOOKEP A SHAPE 
CLOSE IN; WASN'T ANYTHING 
OU/TE WHAT IT 
OUGHT TO SB 



P/PN'T LIKE IT A SIT. 




SEEMEP UKE HE HAP TO SE EXTPA 
CAPEFUL ASOUT EVEPYTHING HE PIP, 
BECAUSE EVEN THE WAY H/S OWN 
SOPY MOVEP P/PN'T SEEM QUITE 
EIGHT... 



HE MIGHT HAVE THOUGHT HE 
WAS PPEAM/NG IF HE HAPN'T 
SEEN THE LEVEL-HEAPEP 
SOPT HE WAS, ANP PPOUP OF 
HIS PLAIN SENSE TO KNOW- 
WHETHEP HE WAS AWAKE 
OP ASLEEP W. 



...OF COUPSE, BEING A 
_ SAILOP, HE COULP KEEP 
HIS FEET JUST ABOUT 
gi ANYVYHEPE, SO HE 
. GOT BY. 



BUT WHEN HE LOOKEP TO WHAT HE 
PECKONEP WAS WEST, HE SAW 
SOMETHING MOVE. SOMETHING THAT 
WAS BLUE AGAINST THE BLUE OF 
THE SKY, SO THAT HE COULPN'T 
MAKE OUT JUST WHAT IT WAS. 



CL 



HE WASN'T ABOUT TO LET IT 
ON HIM UNPPEPAPEP 



BUT 



COME 



IT WAS COMING HtG WAY, THOUGH 
SO HE FIGUPEP HEP JUST LET 
IT COME, ANP TAKE A CLOSEP 
LOOK WHEN HE COULP. 
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WHEN WINPWA60N SMITH FINALLY CAU&HT A 600 P, CLEAZ LOOK AT INHAT NAS 
OUT THEZE, HE SOT PZETTY UPSET HEtZE HEV THOU6HT HE HAP THE ONLY SAILIN6 
NASON EYEZ BUILT, ANP THEN THESE FOUZ COME OYEZ THE HOZIZON-NOT JUST 
ONE, BUT FOUZ, ANP ANY OF THEM ENOU6H TO BUZST A CUPPEZ CAPTAIN'S 
HEAZT IVITH ENVY. 



THEY WEZE NEAZ AS SILENT AS 
CLOUPS, WHEZE HIS OVYN 
WINPWASON HAP ALWAYS ZATTLEP 
ANP CLATTEZEP LIKE ANY OTHEZ 
WA60N, ANP CZACKEP ANP 
6ZOANEP LIKE A SHIP, AS WELL 






IF THEY WEZE FZEI6HTEZS, SMITH KNEW HE WASN'T 
60/N6 TO SET ANYWHEZE NEAZ AS Z/CH AS HEP 
FI6UZEP OP ASA! NST COMPETITION UKE THAT HE 
BE6AN TO NON PE Z IF MAYBE THE FOLKS BACK IN 
WESTPOZT WEZENT Z/SHT, BUT FOZ ALL THE 
WZON6 ZEASONS. 



HE PtPNT KNOW WHAT THE HELL THEY WEZE POINS 
THEZE OZ WHEZE THEY'P COME FZOM, BUT THEY 
PtPNT LOOK UKE ANYTH! NS WILP INPIANS WOULP 
ZIPS, OZ ANYTH INS OUTLAWS WOULP ZtPE. SO HE 
JUST WATCHEP AS THEY CAME SAILIN6 UP TO HIS 
I OWN SHIP... 
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SMITH THOUGHT A MINUTE, NOTICE? THAT 
NONE OF THEM HA P ANY GUNS THAT HE 
COULP SEE, ANP PEOPEP TO EISA IT. 



- 



HE NAS ALFEAPY THEBE NHEN HE 
FEAUZBP THAT THE STEANGEFS HAP 
CALLEP HIM BY HIS EIGHT NAME. 




ME. SMITH, NE HAVE 
BEOUGHT YOU HEEE 
BECAUSE NE APMtEE 
YOUE MACHINE. 



SMITH PIPN'T BELIEVE 
A WOEPOF IT. 




YOU COULP TBU. ME WHEZE 
I AM I LOST MY BEAZIN6S 
SOME TIME EACH ANP IT 



SEEMS AG IF I MIGHT BE 
A BIT OFF COUEGE. 




MACS 7 



THE MASKS LOOKEP 
UKE SOMETHING 
INPIANS MIGHT 
WEAZ, BUT HE P 
NEVER HEAEP OF 
ANY INPIANS UKE 
THESE. 



YOU MEAN MAES, ~ 

PENNSYLVANIA? POWN THE 

VOAP APIECE F POM . 

ZELI ENOPLE T 4‘ 



HEP NEVEE HEAEP TELL V 
THAT PENNSYLVANIA HAP [/ 
ANY FLAT EBP PBSEETS, 
BUT THAT NAS ONE OF J/t 
THE TWO PLACES HB'P/S^ , 
EVEZ HEAEP OF 
CALLEP MAES. // 



> MY APOLOGIES, 
ME. SMITH. IT WAS 
WE WHO BEOUGHT 
YOU HEEE. YOU 
, AZE ON AMES 



HE PIPN'T 
CAZE TO 
THINK ABOUT 
THE OTHEE 
ONE MUCH. 
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\S 

THAT 

SO? 



I HOPE THAT VOU, 

mp. smith, will ppov/pe 

A GREATER TEST 



WELL, I HOT'S I 
WILL, ME. NILLA/ 



ANP MAYBE 
ip I'M a goop loser 
you'll sene ms vac*. 
TO EARTH 



HAVING AN INTEREST IN NAVIGATION, SMITH 
KNEW SOMETHING ABOUT THE PLANETS. HE 
KNEW THAT MAES WAS SORT OF PEPPlSH 
ANP THE PEP SANE WOO LP ACCOUNT FOP 
THAT Nicety HE LOOKEP UP AT THAT 
STKANGE SKY ANP PECI PEP THAT ONE OF 
THPEE THINGS HAP HAPPENEP 



FOP THE SAKE OF 
AZGUMENT, HE PECIPEP 
ON THE LAST ONE. 



EITHER HEP GONE COM- 
PLETELY MAP WITHOUT 
NOTICING IT, OP SOMEEOPV 
WAS PLAYING ONE HELL OF 
A PEACTICAL JOKE ON HIM, 
oe THE STKANGEP WAS 
TELLING THE TRUTH 












I AM MOOHAY NILLAY ANP I 



AM 



CHAMPION 



THE 



TEEP, 



AS 



<\E 



CALL 



oue 



f WHAT SOFT OF 
\ A CHALLENGE? 

y 

YACHTSMAN OF ALL 
PLANET. 



I HAVE THE FINEST 
SANP SHIP EVER BUILT, 

ANP IN IT I HAVE PACE 
EVEPY CHALLENGEP W 
MY WOPLP PKOVIPEP, ANP 
I HAVE PEFEATEP THEM 
ALL YET IT WAS NOT 
ENOUGH I GREW BOPEP, 
ANP SOUGHT ELSEWHEPE 
FOP COMPETITOPS 
WHO COULP PACE 
AGAINST ME. 



( 3^ IN PEEP IT IS. MP. SMITH. UNFOPTUNATELY, 

OUP TWO WOPLPS APE THE ONLY ONES IN THIS 
SYSTEM BEAP/NG INTELUGENT LIFE, ANP I HAVE 
SEAPCHEP ENPLESSLY FOP SOMEONE ON VOUP 
PLANET WHO WOULP SEE THE OBVIOUS VALUE 
OF SAILING THE PLAINS. 

TO PATE, YOU APE ONLY 
THE SECONP I HAVE PISCOVEPEP 
THE FIPST, CAPTAIN SHAPP OF THE 
PESPEPHTE LAK, FITTEP HIS SEA 
GOING SHIP WITH WHEELS IN OPPEP 
TO ELUPE PUP SUIT. I PPEAMEP HIM 
HEPE, ANP EASILY PEFEATEP HIS 
CLUMSY CONTRIVANCE 
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" IF THU MNP HOLPS UP, ^ 
OUZ ZACE SHOULP LAST ABOUT 
mo PA US IF UOU ININ, THEZE 
WILL BE A CELEBZATlON AT MU 
HOME, ANP THEN UOU MAV -5^ 
If ZETUZN TO EAZTH . . 



r EXCELLENT. IF UOU ASZEE TO 
■ THIS COUZSE, WE'LL ZACE PUE 
SOUTH. THE FIZST PEZSON TO 
PZOP A PEBBLE 
INTO THE CANAL ' 

WITHOUT SETTING W A A c | 
FOOT ON THE c .S 

6 ZOUNP WILL Jjj „ 

WIN THE , 

Xl ZACS U Ilk. ^Sjji 



SMITH PIPN r 
UZE THE SOUNP 
OF THAT, BUT 
THEN HE PIPN'TJ 
HAVE A WHOLE- 
HELL OF A " 
LOT OF 
CHOICE. 



MAZE rrA-t-Z 
SOOP PACE, 
ANP I M/EHT 
' CONStPEZ 
SENP/NO 
UOU BACK... 
EVENTUALLY ) 



~ CAPTAIN SHAZP HAP A FULL CZEW, ""N 
BUT SINCE UOU AZE ALONE, I WILL SAIL ALONE 
ALSO. THE OTHEZ SHIPS AZE MEZELU HEZE TO 

OBSEZVE.. . ANP TO HELP OUT IF WE ,0 —3 

h ENCOUNTEZ PZOBLEMS. w .) ~ 



r WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE OTHEZ FOLKS 7 
I’M SA\UNO SIN6LE- 
HANPEP, ANP YOU'VE 
& OT T NO CZEWMEN 
ANP THZEE OTHEZ a 
K SHIPS. 



SMITH COULPN'T MUCH QUAZZEL WITH THAT, 
SO AFTEZ A LITTLE MOZE AZ 6 UINE OUT 
PETAtLS, THE mo SHIPS WEZE UNEP UP 
AT THE STAZT/NE LINE, BOTH POINTEP 
PUE SOUTH. 
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.ANP BEGAN PILING 
ON EVEPY STITCH OF 
CANVAS HIS TWO 
LITTLE MASTS 
COULP CAEEV... 



.ALL THE WHILE 
PUNNING BACK ANP 
FOETH LIKE A 
LUNATIC TO KEEP 
THE CEAFT ON 
COUESE 



BEFOEE HE KNEW IT, HE 
WAS POLLING SOUTH AT 
ABOUT THE BEST SPEEP 
HEP EVEE LAIP ON WITH 
NOTHING LEFT TO PO 
BUT STANP BV THE WHEEL 
ANP HOPE A CZOSSWINP 
PIPN'T VP HIM EIGHT 
OVEE- 



BUT SMITH WASNT ABOUT TO 
LET SOME BOSSY UTTLE 
FOEE/GNEE IN A MASK ANP 
A NIGHTSHIET SEAT HIM 
THAT EASILY, NO S!E/ 



HE GLANCEP BACK AT THE MAETIAN SANP SHIP, ANP 
IT WASNT THEEE HE TUENEP TO THE STEEN OUAETEE 
ANP THEN THE BEAM, ANP HE STILL PIPN’T SEE IT... 



...UNTIL HE LOOKEP FOEWAEP AGAIN 




ANP THEEE IT WAS, THAT PAMN 





MAETIAN YACHTSMAN STANPING CALM 


AS A STATUE AT THE TlLLEE. 











L J 








L 






j 
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IT ms ABOUT AT IMS POINT THAT IT F! PST 
SAUK IN THAT THEY NEPENT GOING TO HEATS 
TO FOB THE NIGHT, ANP SMITH BEGAN TO 
PO SOME PPETTY SEieiOUS NOPPYiNG 
ABOUT WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN IF HE HIT A 
POCK IN THE PAPK OP SOME SUCH 
PISASTEP AS THAT 



LITTLE BV LITTLE, 
JUST A FEIN 
INCHES EVEPV 
HOOP, SMITH 
6 AINEP ON THE 
MAPT1AN, UNTIL 
NOT TOO LONS 
AFTEP SUNSET 
THE TWO SHIPS 
WEPE NECK 
ANP NECK. 



HE WASNT TOO NOPP1EP ABOUT MISS- 
INS A NI 6 HTS SLEEP HEP HAP OC- 
CASION TO PO THAT BEFOPE, WHEN 
HE NAS CPENIN 6 A CUPPBP 
THKXkSHA STOPM IN THE SOUTH 
PACIFIC, OP SPENP1NS HIS MONEY 
ASHOPE IN SOME ALL-NIGHT POET. 



tT NAS A MIGHTY COLP NIGHT, 
TOO, ANP HE NPAPPEP 
HIMSELF IN ALL THPEE OF THE 
COATS HE STILL HAP ANP 
NISHEP HE HAPN'T BEEN SO 
QUICK TO TH BOW HIS 
TPUNK OVEP 



a HELPEP SOME WHEN 
THE MOONS POSE, BUT 
HE STILL SPENT MOST 
OF THAT NIGHT IN A 
COLP SWEAT 



he WAS 
NOBBIEP ABOUT 
CPUlSlNG 
UNPEP FULL 
SAIL AC BOSS 
UNCHAPTEP 
PE SEPT IN 
THE PAPK 



ABOUT H/S ONLY CONSOLATION WAS 
THAT THE CPA7Y MAPT7AN WAS NEAP 
AS UKELY TO WPBCK AS HE WAS 
HIMSELF 






— 



AHEN HE TUPNEP ANP LOOKEP FOP THAT 
MAPTIAN PP\&, HE WAS ABOUT AS PLEASEP 
AS YOU CAN IMA 61 NE TO SEE THAT HE NAS 
CLOSING STBAPlY ON THE MAPVAN SHIP. 



HE TtEP PONN THE NUEEL ANP PUCKEP | 
BELOW, SEAPCHING FOP ANYTHING HE 
COULP SPAPE TO LIGHTEN THE LOAP 
ANP HELP HIS SPEEP 






10 







ABOUT TUB TIME HE WAS BEGINNING TO WON PEE IF 
MAYBE THE NIGHTS ON MAES LASTEP FOE SIX MONTHS, 
THE NAY HE'P HEAP? TELL 
THEY PIP WAY UP NOETH, THE 
SUN CAME UP AGAIN, ANP HE 
EOT A GOOP LOOK AT JUST 
IAIHEEE HE STOOP. 

mm 



HE'P 



ACTUALLY 
.EP AHEAP 
MAETIAN. IF 



PULLEP 



OF 



TUB 



HELP 



ON. 



HE 



JUST 



HE 



HE KNEW 
HAVE THE 



PACE 



WON 




ANP IT WAS 
POWNH/LL 
ALMOST THE 
ENTIEE WAY/ 



THAT EEP SLOPE WASN'T STEEP, 
ANP IT WASN'T ANY TOO SMOOTH, 
BUT IT WAS ALL POWNHILL, ANP 
THAT MEANT HE PIPNT WANT 
TO LIGHTEN THE SHIP ANY 
MOKE AT ALL. 



THE WINP HAP PIEP POWN SOME, ANP 
MAYBE THE MAETIAN HAP TKIMMEP 
HIS SAILS A BIT SETTEE, OE THE 
WINP HAP SHIFTEP A TEIFLE, PUT 
BY Ml PAFTEENOON, WINP WAGON WAS 
STAET/NG TO LOSE HIS LEAP 



HE WAS PUZZLING 
OVEE WHAT ELSE HE 
COULP THEOW 
OYEEBOAEP WHEN 
HE TOPPEP A LOW 
E/SE ANP GOT A 
LOOK AT WHAT 
LAY AHEAP. 



HE TIEP POWN THE WHEEL 
AGAIN ANP HUNS OYEE THE 
SIPE, POUEIN6 ON THE LAST 
OF HIS AXLE GEEASB SO 
AS TO TAKE THE MOST 
OUT OF THAT HILL. 






ThE 



HE WAS AT THE TOP OF THE 
LONGEST PAMN SLOPE HEP 
EYEE SEEN IN HIS LIFE, ANP 
POWN AT THE BOTTOM WAS 
A 6TEIP OF BLUE THAT 
SMITH KNEW HAP TO BB 
CANAL. 



SO HE CUP 
HOLPON, AS BEST 
HE COULP, BUT 
SOMETHING HAP 
CHANGEP 
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OF THE MARTIAN'S LIGHTER SHIFT HE FIGURE? 
HE JUST APOUT HAP IT NON. 




AN 7 THEN THE 
ININ?, WHICH HA? 
SEEN JUST SORT 
Of RUFFING FOR 
A WHILE, UR AN? 
? 'E? COMPLETELY 







Si THIS TIME HE 
HELL-FOR-LEATHl 
HILL, AN? HE PIP 
THE WIN? PlEP-t 
STRETCH OF GRE. 
PENLV LOOKER A 
THAN IT HAP SEFi 




HE WENT POUNCING AN? RATTLING ?OWN 
THAT HILL, THUMPING AN? SUMRING 
OVER THE LOOSE ROCKS AN? THE RE? 
SAN?, PRAYING THE WHOLE WAY THAT HE 
NOULPN'T TIP OVER. 



HE PIPN'T PARE LOOK SACK TO SEE 
WHERE THE MARTIAN WAS. 



...UNTIL FINALLY, WITH ONE SIG POUNCE ANP 
A PANG, IT CAME TO A PEAP STOP-A HUNPREP 
FEET OR SO FROM THE CANAL. 



ANP THEN HE WAS OFF THE FOOT OF 
THE SLOPE, CRUNCHING HIS WAV ACROSS 
THAT GREEN, WHICH WAS ALL SOME SORT 
OF V/NY PLANT, ANP H/S WAGON WENT 
slower, Anp slower, anp slower- 
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HE KNEW IT WOULP TAKE A GOOP HARP TUG TO 
GET THE OLP NINPWAGON STARTEP AGAIN 
THEN HE FIGURE? THAT HE COULP JUST 
ABOUT REACH THE CANAl ON MOMENTUM. IN 
TWENTY FEET THE VINES SORT OF PET ERE? 
OUT, AN? THE SMOOTH WHITE STONE THAT 
WENT THE REST OF THE WAY TO THE CANAL 
NOULPN'T GIVE HIS WHEELS THE SLIGHTEST 
BIT OF TROUBLE. 



TWENTY FEET THE VINES SORT OF PEJERE? 
OUT AN? THE SMOOTH WHITE STONE THAT 
WENT THE REST OF THE WAY TO THE CANAL 
NOULPN'T GIVE HIS WHEELS THE SLIGHTEST 
BIT OF TROUBLE. 



AS THE MARTIAN SAILEP CLOSER ANP CLOSER 
POWN THE SLOPE, SMITH RECALLEP THAT THE 
SANP SHIP HAP A BLAPE ON THE FRONT. HE 
HAPNT SEEN MUCH USE FOR IT BACK ON THE 
SANP, BUT HE COULP SEE HOW IT WOULP 
JUST CUT RIGHT THROUGH THOSE VINES. 



“ LOOKS A i 
GOOP BIT LIKE 
SEANEEP- ITS 
ALMOST LIKE 
GETTING STUCK 
ON A SANPBAR 
OR IN SHOAL 
, WATER BACK -j 
V HOME. 



WELL , HE KNEW HOW 
TO GET OFF SANP BARS. 
HE COULPNT FIGURE ON 
ANY TIPE TO UFT HIM 
OFF HERE, BUT THERE 
WERE OTHER NAYS. 



SMITH LOOKEP POWN AT THOSE VINES, 
ANP THEN AHEAP AT THAT BLUE WATER 
ANP THEN BACK AT THE MARTIAN SANP 
SHIP, WHICH WASN7 MUCH MORE THAN A 
PARK SPOT ON THE REP HORIZON 
BEHINP HIM, ANP HE JUST ABOUT FELT 
LIKE CRVtNG. 
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THEN I'LL RAMN WELL MAKE MVSELF 
A gPOAPStPG-OP AT LEAST A CAN MON 
L OP TWO... - - — 



i I hbpipnthave 
A A epoapsipe 

f , TO F1PE HIS 

r/ WHOLE APMOPV 
f WAS A PlFLE, 

’ TWO SASUNS, AH P 
A COUPLE OF KNIVES 



THE WIN P PICKEP UP A TPIFLB 
JUST THEN, ANP THE SAILS 
8BLUEP OUT A f/T, ANP THAT 
SAVE HIM HOPE. 



...put EEFOPE 
HE COULP 
SET UPANV 
MOMENTUM, 
THE ANCHOK 
TOPE FPEE. 
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THEN RAN SMACK UP AGAINST A RiPGE, ABOUT 
TEN FEET FROM THE ERSE, JUST AS THE W/NP 
PI EP AGAIN. SMITH JUST ABOUT TOPE OUT HIS 




THE MARTIAN SANP SHIP'S LONS, GRACEFUL 
BOWSPRIT tVOULP STICK OUT OVER THE CANAL 



IF IT STOPPEP WHERE HE WAS. THE RULES 
SAIP PLAINLY THAT HE HAP TO PROP THE 
?EBBLE~NOT THROW IT. 




ANP THEN THAT OLP HORSE SENSE 
CAME THROUGH AGAIN. 








NO, MP. SMITH. \ 

However, i Feet \ 
mere is something / 

I MUST TBit YOU. 

^ — v. MT. SMITH, * 

i have uep to 
( YOU ■ I CANNOT 

V 6ENO YOU BACK 

to EAPTH 



^ I PIP NOT 

believe i woulp 
Lose. SUFELY A 
spoptsman ure 
YOUrSELF CAN 
UNPerSTANP 
X that. ^ 



HO LAPP 
feeling? 



THE WELCOMING COMMITTEE TOOK SMITH BACK TO THE/E CITY AN P 

mape A me hoinpy-po over him, anp tolp him he was the 
CHAMPION SAHOF OF ALL MAPS, THE FIPST NEW CHAMPION IN 
NIGH ONTO A HUNPPEP YEAPS. 

wm — i jii ■ i 3i &j ^am m . 



BY THE TIME SMITH GOT HIMSELF SACK POWN ON THE 
PECK MP. NIUAY HAP GOT HIS OWN SHIP STOPPEP ON 
THE PAVEMENT. SMITH THOUGHT HE LOOKEP PPETTY 
PEEVEP, EVEN WITH HIS MASK ON, BUT THEPE WASN'T 
MUCH HE COULP PO- 



WELL, SMITH HAP TO ALLOW AS HOW 
HE COULP UNPEPSTANP THAT, 
THOUGH HE COULPN'T PIGHTLY 
APPPOVE IT SEEMEP TO HIM THAT 
IT WAS MIGHTY CALLOUS TO GO 
FETCHING SOMEONE OFF HIS HOME 
PLANET UKE THAT, WHEN A BOPV 
COULPNT EVEN SENP 
HIM BACK LATEP. 



SENP j — 

L/ 



BUT SMITH HAP ALWAYS BEEN PHILOSOPHICAL ABOUT 
THESE THINGS. IT WASN'T UKE HE'P HAP A HOME 
ANYWHEPE ON EAPTH; ALL HEP HAP WAS HIS 
WINPWA60N, ANP HE STILL HAP THAT. 



SO WINPWAGON SMITH STAYEP 
ON MAPS, ANP HE PACEP HIS 
WINPWAGON A FEW MOPE 
TIMES, ANP MOSTLY WON. 



OLP NILLAY HAP TO A PM IT THAT 
HE HAP BEEN CALLOUS, ALL BIGHT, 
ANP HE PAMN NEAP GPOYELEP, 
HE WAS SO APOLOGETIC ABOUT IT. 



YOU AMY BE THINKING, IF HE 
STAYEP ON MAPS, THEN HOW 
IN TAPNATION PIP I EVEP 
HEAP THIS STOPY, ANP ALL 
THAT I CAN SAY IS WHAT I 
SAIP BEFOPE. 
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SHE WAS A TINY FIGURE, 
SKATING ALONE IN THE 
PARK NESS. POW'S LAKE 
WAS FIRMLY FROZEN THIS 
LATE IN PECEMBER . 
EARLIER IN THE EVENING 
THE ICE HAP BEEN 
COVERED WITH SKATERS 
IN THEIR HOLIPA Y FINERY, 
THE PAVILION CRAMMEP 
WITH COUPLES PANC/NG 
TP THE HEAVY BEAT 
OF ROCK MUSIC. 



WHOA' 



ANSEL STAR, THIS 
IS ROBBIE. WE'VE 
GOT A CRISIS. ALL 
, HANPSTOTHEIK 
. STATIONS. REPLY, 
M AT ONCE. .J 



BUT. THIS CLOSE TO MtP- 
NIGHT, KELLY SKATEP ALONE. 



SWAN LAKE' WAS PLAYING 
IN HER STEREO EARPLUGS. 
THE SAME MUSIC SHE HAP 
SKATEP TO WHEN SHE HAP 
FA/LEP TO MAKE THE 
OLYMPIC TEAM. THE 
MUSIC’S PARK PASSION, 

ITS SENSE OF FORE- 
BOPING, F1TTEP KELLY’S 
MOOP EXACTLY. SHE 
SKATEP ALONE, 

WITHOUT AUPIENCE, 

W! THOUT J-UPGES. 



WITHOUT ANYONE 



KELLY HATEP THE NICKNAME. HER MOTHER 
HAP CHRISTENEP HER STELLA ANGELA, BUT 
SHE HAP GROWN UP MORE THE NEIGHBOR- 
HOOP’S TOMBOY ROUGHNECK THAN AN 
ANGELIC LITTLE STAR. 



I PON'T 
CARE... IT'S 
BETTER 
ALONE. I 
PON'T NEEP 
ANY OF 
THEM... 1 



AT TEN SHE COULP BEAT UP 
ANY BOY IN SCHOOL; AT 
THIRTEEN SHE HAP EARNEP 
A KARATE BLACK BELT. BUT 
SHE COULP NOT GAIN A 
PLACE ON THE NATIONAL 



r OKAY, ~ 
ROBERT, I’M 
ON MY WAY. 
SEEMS LIKE A 
PAMNEP OPP 
NIGHT FORA 
V CRISIS... . 



LLUSTAKTZP 0V RAFAEL HAVANAN • APAPTEP BY PREP BURKE 
PAiNTEP BY SA<- PARSONS • LETTEREP BY W. PEARSON 
EP1TE P BY P. KINGSLEY HAHN 











* 
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SKATING TEAM. 


K . i|WJ 

Li ^ 

CTPLi i J 


ANP SHE COULP NOT 1 
MAKE FRIEN PS . 


IMeV*' ' » A ^ 







MV V ^ 

TWENTY- SECONP^—* 
01 RTHPAY'S 
TOMORROW - - 
THINK THEY KNOW? 
THINK THEY CARER 



WE PON'T 
MAKE 'EM, 

WE JUST STOP 
'EM FROM 
0LOWIN6 
UP. I 



> GET 
your little 

BUTT TOWN 
HERE, SWEETIE, 
POU0LE 
OUICK. 



BUT UNPERNEATH THE 
CYNICAL VENEER, SHE 
HOPE P PESPERATELY 
THAT THEY PIP KNOW 
ANP PIP CARE. 
ESPECIALLY ROBERT. 




IF THERE'S 
A FKK36IN' 
CRISIS, THE 
£7UM0 GUAPPS 
SURE PONT 
. KNOW IT. 1 



HELLUVA 
NIGHT TO MAKE 
ME COME IN 
TO WORK. _ 



THE SILVER BARS ON HER 
SHOULPERS PRO CL A fM EP 
HER TO BE A JUNIOR 
LIEUTENANT. . . 



_ „ AN P WHY y 

C ^I Z HEY M AKE 

T Z,tL?. AMN cav E 

WARM ENOUGH 
.TO WORN IMP < 



BUT THEN TWO MORE OPERA- 
TORS CLUMPEP IN, SILENT 
ANP GRIM-PACEP. THE MEN 
NOPPEP TO RELLY; SHE 
NOPPEP BACK. 



. . . ANP THE SILVER 
7* IPENTIPIEP HER 

ASA TELEOPERA- 
TOR. 



WHY 

PO THEY 
ALWAYS 
PICK ON 
ME 2 



THERE 
ARE PLENTY 
OF OTHERS WHO 
COULP FILL IN 
THIS SHIFT. , 











W A NP SOME ^ 

LOONY TERRORISTS 1 
IN CONNECTICUT 
TRIEP TO HIJACK 
ONE OF THE NUCLEAR 
SUBMARINES BEING 
, PECOA\M\SS!ONEP A 
> BY THE U.S. A 

naw. 



r GOT A FAMI LV ^ 
OF MOUNTAIN 1 
CLIMBERS TRAPPEP 
ON MT. BURGESS UP 
IN THE YUKON TERRI 
TORY. SATELLITE 
PICKEP UP THEIR A 
k EMERGENCY A 
SIGNAL. 



JAN/ ^ 
PICK UP 
THE ERITREA 
SITUATION, 
PLEASE. A 



OVER THE SHOULDER OF TAN 
VAN PER MEER, ONE OF THE 
FEU/ MONITORS SHE KNEW 
BV K A ME, KELLY SAW A 
GHOSTLY INFRAREP /MAGE 
TAKEN FROM A RECONNAIS- 
SANCE SATELLITE IN ORBIT 
OVER THE MIPPLE EAST. 



w NOT ^ 

A GAIN! THEY'VE 
BEEN FARTING 
AROUNP THERE 
FOR MORE THAN 
A YEAR/ 





\T WHAT ISN’T 60IH& \ 






f ON? V OUV THINK 






I TONIGHT OF ALL NIGHTS 
A EVERY BOPV'P BE AT k 
|\ HOME WITH THEIR A 
JJ V FAM\L\ES., : ^^k 






k 








STOP THE MESS 
IN SRI LANKA, 
AYAY0E THEY 
FON'T THINK 
WE' YE GOT 
MUSCLE TO 



I ^ MAYBE THEY THINK WE 
GUESS W WON'T &E A&L E TO REACT 
THEY T FAST ENOUGH , OR THEIR 
THINK FRlENPS IN THE AFRICAN 
THEY ELOC WlU. PREVENT GENEVA 

CAN “ 

GET 
A WAV 
WITH 




k:>: .s 




ti rr 






f IT, KIP. W 

> EVERY EOC7Y M 


f 


KELLY PELT A SURGE 
OF ELECT*/ C/TY 






up: 






TltVGLE THROUGH 
her: part fear, 

PART EXCITEME/VT. 






k PHI 
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THE TECHNICIANS BACK EC? 
AWAY AS KELLY SUC? INTO 
THE COCKPIT ANP CASTA 
SWIFT PROFESSIONAL GLANCE 
AT THE INSTRUMENTS, 



THERE WAS NO • 
PREF LIGHT CHECK- 
OUT ; THE TECHNI- 
CIANS PIP THAT 
ANP PUNCH EP IT 
INTO THE FUGHT 
COMPUTER . 



KELLY SUPPENLY FELT FREE ANP HAPPY, ALONE 
AT THE CONTROLS OF AN AGILE LITTLE FLYING 
MACHINE , HER EVERY MOVEMENT ANSWEREO 
BY A MOVEMENT OF THE PLANE, HER NERVES 
MEU?!NG WITH THE MACHINES CIRCUITRY. 







II 

!! 

liK 


RE BEING SENT AGAINST 
LOTS FROM EVERY AVAIL- 
S' STATION WERE IN THEIR 
THE/R FLIGHT CONTROLS. 
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THE PLANE WAS AS SMALL 
AS IT COULP BE MAPE AMP 

still po its to b. it plea/ 

IM VIRTUAL SILENCE, ITS 
QUIET ENGINE TURNING THE 
SIX PAPULE BLAPES OF THE 
PROPELLER SO SLOWLY 
THAT THEY BARELY MAPE 
A SOUNP. 



BUT THE PLANE WAS 
SLOW, PAINFULLY SLOW. 
BUILT OF WOOP ANP 
PLASTIC, IT WAS 
PESIGNEP TO A VOIP 
PETECTION BY RAPAR 
ANP INFRAREP HEAT- 
SEEKERS, NOT TO OUT- 
RUN ANY OPPOSITION. 



TO MAKE IT HARP TO PIMP VISUALLY, 
KELLY WAS TRAINEP TO FLY THE 
MACHINE CLOSE TO THE GROUNP, 
HUGGING THE HILLS ANP TREETOPS, 

flirting with suppen pown- 

PRAFTS THAT COULP SLAM THE 
FRAGILE LITTLE PLANE INTO 
THE GROUNP. 



SHE THOUGHT OF HERSELF AS 
A HUNTING OWL, CRUISING 
SILENTLY THROUGH THE NIGHT, 
SEEKING HER PREY. EVERY- 
THING SHE NEEPEP TO KNOW 
HAP BEEN FEP TO HER THROUGH 
HER RAPIO EARPHONES. NOW, 

AS SHE FLEW SILENTLY THROUGH 
THE PARK AHP TREACHEROUS 
MOUNTAIN PASSES ON THE 
BORPER OF ERITREA, SHE 
MAINTAINEP RAPIO SILENCE. 



BUT THERE WERE HAWKS 
IN THE AIR, AHP THE 
HUNTER MUST NOT 
ALLOW HERSELF TO 
BECOME THE HUNTEP. 

A mopernwet fighter 
COULP PESTROY her 
WITHIN M OMENTS. 



X AM 

AbJ OWL... 
A HUNTING 
OWI 



BUT THEY'VE 
GOT TO SEE 
ME FIRST... 
BE SILENT... 
BE INVISIBLE. 





THE SEC OHO Of? TWO PE LAY 
BUILT /S/TO HER CONTROL '■ 


MTT 




SYSTEM ALSO BOTHEPEO L*£J\l 

HEH: A COUPLE OF SECONDS \ 






COULP BE THE P INFERENCE ^ ’ ' 












T T f ” 








...TANK 
COLUMN A. 
JUMPOFF- 
LINE**' 
PBPLOY., 



/F THE TAMS ACTUALLY CROSSEP INTO 
SUPANESE TERRITORY, THEY WOULP BE 
GUILTY OF A GG RESS / OH, ANP SMALL , 
SMART MISSILES LAUNCH EP FROM PEACE- 
KEEPER COMMA HP -ANP -COM TROL 
PLANES WOULP GREET THEM. 



SECOHP RULE OF PEACEKEEPER TACTICS 
YOU CAN’T COUNTER ATTACK UHTIL THE AGGRESSOR 
ATTACKS. SHOW CHOUGH FORCE TO COHY/HCE THE 
AGGRESSOR THAT H/S ATTACK WILL BE STOPPEP, 
BUT LAUNCH HO WEAPON UHT/L AGGRESSION 
ACTUALLY TAKES PLACE. 



AS KELLY'S LEFT HAN P TAPPEP 
OUT A SEQUENCE ON THE ECM 
BOARP, THOUSANPS OF T/NY 
METALLIC S LAYERS POUREO 
OUT OF A HATCH, SCATTERING 
INTO THE PARK NiGHT AIR LIKE 
SPARKLING CRYSTALS OF SNOW. 

» 4 ’ 



FIRST RULE OF PEACEKEEPER TACTICS t 
MOPERN WARFARE IS HEAVILY PEPENPENT 
ON ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS . SCREW | 
UP THEIR COMM SYSTEM ANP YOU SCREW 
I UP THE/R ATTACK. 



SHE WAS PICKING UP TRANSLATEP , 
| AGGRESSOR RAPIO TRANSMISSIONS \ 
IN HER EARPHONES. 



| SHE COULP ALMOST FEEL THE LEAVES 
BRUSHING THE PLANE'S UNPERSIPE AS 
| SHE SWOOPEP POWN PAST THE COLUMN 
OF TANKS. LIKE A FIGURE SKATER, SHE 
THOUGHT. YOU ANP ME, MACHINE - - 
WE'LL SHOW THEM SOME OLYMPIC STYLE 
BEFORE WE'RE THROUGH. 



I COROLLARY NO. It IT MAKES NO 
PIFFERENCE WHY AN ATTACK IS 
LAUNCH EP t OR BY WHOM. THE PEACE- 
KEEPERS' MISSION IS TO PREVENT 
THE ATTACK FROM SUCCEEPlNG. WE 
ARE POLICE, NOT TUPGES. 



— 



KELLY HAP SEEN WHAT THOSE SMART MISSILES 
\ COULP PO. BARELY AN ARM'S LENGTH IN SIZE. 

THEIR WARHEAPS WERE NONEXPLOSIVE SLUGS 
I OF SPENT URANIUM, SO PENSE THAT THEY 
| SL/CEP THROUGH A HUNPREP MILLIMETERS 
OF ARMOR LIKE A BULLET GOES THROUGH 
BUTTER. 



THIRP RULE OF 
PEACEKEEPER 
TACTICS t PESTROY 
THE WEAPONS. 

NOT THE MEN — 
WHEN POSSIBLE. 



YOUNG MEN WHO LOOKEP 
FOR WARP TO LIFE, TO 
I MARRIAGE, TO FAMILIES, 
ANP HONORABLE OLP AGE. I 






THEY WOULP P/E INGLORIOuSlY, 

I SCREAMING WITH THEIR LAST BREATH 
AS THE FLAMES SEAREP THE/R 



LUNGS 







BUT SHE HAP OTHER 
WORK TO PO. 



FOURTH RULE OF PEACEKEEPER 
TACTICS'. A MECHAMZEP ARMY 
KEEPS FUEL AMP AMMUNITION. CUT 
OFF THOSE SUPPLIES ANP YOU STOP 
THE ARMY JUST AS EFFECTIVELY AS 
IF YOU HAP K/LLEP ALL ITS TROOPS. 



KELLY'S PLANE WAS A SCOUT, HOT A 
MISSILE PLATFORM. IT WAS UNARMEP. 
IF SHE WAS A HUNTING OWL, SHE 
HUHTEP FOR I H FORMAT! OH, HOT 
VICTIMS. SOMEWHERE / H THIS TREACHA 
EROUS MAZE THERE WERE SUPPLY 
PUMPS, FUEL PEROTS, AMMUNITION 
MAGAZINES. KELLY'S TASK WAS TO 
Ft HP THEM. QUICKLY. 



IF IT HAP BEEN AN EASY ASSIGNMENT SHE 
WOULP HOT HAVE GOTTEN IT. BUT THE 
ERITREANS HAP PUG THEIR SUPPLY PUMPS 
PEEPLY UNPERGROUNP, AS PROTECTION 
AGAINST BOTH THE PRYING SATELLITE 
EYES OF THE PEACEKEEPERS A HP THE 
INEVITABLE POUNP/NG OF MISSILES ANP 
LONG-RANGE ARTILLERY. 



nur* / //VC7, iruLj ur- 

ANP POWN THE SPECTRUM WITH SENSORS 
THAT COULP PE TECT HEAT, LIGHT, MAGNETIC 
FIELPS, EVEN OPORS. ANP SHE HAP TO FlHP 
THE PUMPS BEFORE THE SUN GOT HIGH 
ENOUGH TO FILL THOSE VALLEYS WITH LIGHT. 
IN PAYLIGHT, HER LITTLE UNARMEP CRAFT 
WOULP BE SPOTTFP. INEVITABLY. ANP ONCE 
FOUNP, IT WOULP BE SWIFTLY ANP MERCI- 
LESSLY PESTROYEP. 



BUT THE EASTERN 
SKY WAS BRIGHTEN- 
ING, ANP HER TIME 
WAS GROWING SHORT. 





THERE WERE MANY SUCH PLANES FLITTING 
ACROSS THE HONEYCOMB OF valleys, bach 
PILOT HOPING THAT THE ERITREANS 



THE SENSORS WERE PICKING UP PATA NOW, LARGE CLUMPS 

I OF METAL BURIEP HERE, UNMISTAKABLE HEAT RAPIA- 
T/ONS EMANATING FROM THERE, MOLECULES OF HUMAN 
SWEAT ANP MACHINE OIL ANP PLAST/C EXPLOSIVE WAFT- 
ING FROM THAT MOUNP OF FRESHLY TURNEP EARTH. 













“ WHEKE'5 

the big stuff— ^ 

THE MAJOR AMMO AMP 1 
FUEL SUPPLIES FOR THE * 
MAIN FORCES? IT CAN'T 
0E FURTHER SACK, PEEPER 
IN5IPE THE COUNTRY. THEY 
MUST HAVE PUG IT 
SOMEWHERE CLOSE -m 
' TO THE 0ORPER. A 



THE SUN'S 

COMING UP. X ^ 
SHOULP CALL GENEVA 
FOR PERMISSION TO HEAP 
SACK. COURSE, BY THE 
TIME THEY MAKE UP 
THEIR MINPS, IT’LL BE 
BROAP PAY LIGHT 
t7 OUT HERE. 



SHE BAHKEP THE LITTLE 
PLAHE OH ITS LEFT WIHG 
TIP AMP STARTEP TO 
RETRACE HER PATH. 



THERES 
GOT TO BE A 
MAJOR PUMP 
AROUNP HERE 
SOMEWHERE. 
THERE'S GOT 
TO BE. 



IF THERE WERE HOT, SHE KNEW, 

SHE WAS I H TROUBLE. IF THE MAIM 
SUPPLY PUMP WAS PEEPER IHSIPE 
ERITREA AMP SHE HAP MISSEP IT 
BECAUSE SHE HAP FAtLEP TO CARRY 
OUT HER FULL ASS/GHMEHT SHE 
WOULP BE RISKIMG THE LIVES HOT 
OHLY OF ERtTREAMS AHP SUPAHESE, 
BUT PEACEKEEPERS AS WELL. SHE 
WOULP BE RISKIMG HER OWH 
CAREER. HER OWH FUTURE, TOO. 



THE SUM WAS UP OVER THE 
HORIZOH HOW, AHP SHE WAS 
HIGH EHOUGH TO BE EASILY 
VISIBLE TO AHYOHE. 



FAR AHEAP, SHE SAW COLUMMS 
OF SMOKE RISIHG BLACK AHP 
OILY IHTO THE BRIGHTEHIHG 
SKY. MEM WERE PY/HG THERE. 



1 GRITTING HER TEETH, SHE KEPT 
1 STUBBORNLY ON HER PLAN, CRISS - 
1 CROSSING* TNE VALLEYS BACK 
1 ANP FORTH, WEAVING* A PATH TO 
THE FRONTIER. 






■ THE ATTACH 
J HAP STARTS P, | 















THE INFRAREP SCANNER 
SHPWEP AN ANOMALY 
OFF TO HER LEFT. 



T I'VE ^ 

FOUHP it! 
MAJOR SUPPLY 
PUMP, NOT MOKE 
THAN TEN KUCKS 
FROM. THE 
FRONTIER/ a 



SHE KNEW THAT THE MONITORS 
IN GENEVA WOULP HOME IN ON 
HER TRANSMISSION. SO WOULP 
THE ERITREANS, MOST U RELY. 



SHE NAS BEING 
SCANNEP BY A 
RAPAR BEAM. 
SHE KNEW SHE 
WAS !H TROUBLE. 



IT MIGHT t 
BE A SUPPLY 
PUMP, BUT HOW 
CAN VOU BE 
SURER 



P EVEN ™ 
■ IF yOU ARE 
1 RIGHT, WE HAVE 
NO MEANS TO GET 
AT THE PUMP. IT 
IS TOO WELL 

PRorecTEP. c~ 



BY REFLEX, SHE CRANEP 
HER HEAP TO LOOK ABOVE, 
THEN CHECKER THE P!S- 
PLAY SCREENS. A COUPLE 
OF CONTRAILS WAY UP 
THERE. IF SHE TRIEP 
TO CLIMB OUT OF THIS 
VALLEY, THOSE TWO WET 
FIGHTERS WOULP BE ON 
HER LIKE SWOOPING HAWKS. 



~ THE ~ 

TRUCK CONVOY, 
PAMMIT ! THEY'RE 
STARTING UP 
THE ROAPI A 



RETURN TO YOUR 
BASE OF OPERATIONS. 
YOUR MISSION IS 
TERMINATEP. 









SHE AHGLEP THE LITTLE 
PLAHE PIRECTLV TOM EL? 
THE MOL/TH OF THE CAVE. 



m MIGHT 
AS WELL FINP 
OUT FOR SURE 
IF I'M RIGHT. 



HEH ACOUSTIC SEHSORS PICKET 
UP THE SOURPS OF SMALL -ARMS 
FIRE. THE TROOPS POH/H THERE 
WERE US/HG HER FOR TARGET 
PRACTICE. 



THANK. 

GOP. 



IT'S THEIR K 
MAIN PUMP, ALL 
RIGHT. BE NICE TO 
KNOW WHO THEV 
BOUGHT ALL THIS 
CRAP FROM. 



HER MISSIOH WAS TERM/ HA TEP. 









WE L05T 

r ONE RPV PUE > 

TO GKOUNP FIRE-- 
ANP ONE PELlEEKATELy 
PESTROYEP BY ITS j 
L OPERATOR./ / 



r rpv! ^ 

OPERATOR/ 
THEY'RE PLANES, 
PAMMlT. ANP 
I'M A PILOT' J 



A EOARP 
OF REVIEW WILL 
EXAMINE THE TAPES 
OF YOUR MISSION 
ANP MAKE ITS 
RECOMMEnPATIONS. 
^ PISMI5SEP. - . 



5i;r SHE RHEIN IT NAS HOT SO. THEY WERE RE- 
MOTELY P/LOTEP VEHICLES, J~UST AS THE CAPTAIN 
HAP SA/P, ANP EXPENSIVE ENOUGH THAT PEL/B- 
ERATELV CRASHING ONE NAS CAUSE FOR A 
REV/EN BOARP TO BE CONVENEP. THE REVIEW 
BOARP WOULP NOT GO EASILY, SHE REALIZES*. 
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IT'S ALL OVER. 
THE ERITREANS 
CALLEP IT QUITS 
A FEW M/NUTeS 
K, AGO. 



KELLY FORCEP THE CORKERS 
OF HER MOUTH UP WARP A 
NOTCH. RO0B/E CAUGHT THE 
PUZZLEMENT ON HER FACE. 



THEY 
STOPPEP 
THE INVA- 
SION? 



r NOT AS MANY AS 
A FULL-FLEPGEP WA R 
THEY START EP IT. 
IT'S NOT YOUR A 
V FAULT. 



SOME BO PY > 

EVEN KNOCKEP 
OUT THEIR 
MAIN AMMO j 

pump, y 



MUST HAVE 
KILLEP A 
LOT OF 
MEN. 



WE BEAT THEM 



BACK. CLOBBEREP THE 
TANKS IN THEIR FIRST 
WAVE ANP PEMOLISHEP 
MOST OF THEIR j 
< SUPPLY PUMPS, y 



THAT 
WAS ME. 



V lT5 MV ^ 
RESPONSIBILITY. 
SO WAS THE 
PLANE. a 






r I know! \ 

WE SAW IT > 
ON THE SCREENS. 
THE EXPLOSION 
SHOOK POWN 
HALF THE J 
^ A \OUNTAlN. J 



V\OKRi£P 

ABOUT A — 
REVIEW Mjg { 
BOARP ? 

PON'T BE. 
THEY'LL ENP 1 
UP PINNING A 
MEPALON YOU. 



~ you're quite A 1 
FLIER. YOU'LL HAVE 
TO <51 ve ME LESSONS. 

VP LOVE TO LEARN 
V HOW TO FLV. A 



r COME ON, 
ANGEL STAR. PON 1 T 
BE GLUM, CHUM. 
WE RE GOING OUT 
K TO CELEBRATE. . 



KELLY GULPEO A NO 
SWALLOWEO, GLAP 
THAT IT WAS TOO 
PARK FOR HIM TO 

see the Exmes- 

S/O/V OK HER FACE. 
I’VE NEPER FLOWN 
A REAL PLAKE, UP 
IK THE AIR, SHE 
IVAKTEO TO COK- 
FESS. OKLY SIMU- 
LATORS AKO TELE- 
OPERA TlOKS. BUT 
SHE KEPT SILENT. 



NOW 



IT'S ^ 
CHRISTMAS, 
ISNT IT? I'M 
THROWING A 
PARTY IN MY 
V QUARTERS. 

YOU'RE 
\ INVITEP. 
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L^L 



THE WHOLE GROUP OF THEM STOP PEP IN THE C 
NIGHT AIR AND LISTENED TO THE CHILDREN'S 
COMING AS /F FROM ANOTHER WORLD. 



CLEAR 



\ a ops 



KELLY STOOP BETWEEN TALL 
ROBERT AN P BEAUTIFUL, WARM 
BAILEY ANP FELT AS IF THEY WERE 

Singing especially to her. 



At / /$ CALM •* • 

AU fS &&GH7: 





we 5T0PPEP 
A WAR. IT COST 
SOME Lives, BUT 
we PROTECTED 



COURSE, 

IT MIGHT ALSO 
COST ME MY 
JOB. 



IN\C^U FT T lLrr^\ L 

iPfflfE KEEPlkk FORCE.' 

IfJTlON SHRLL NOT LIFT 
5N0RD fl/5flIN51 NHTIQI 



POH'T 
LOOK SO DOWN, 
GIRL. THE REVIEW \ 
BOARD AISJ'T 
GONNA GO HARD 
ON YOU. 



GOT ANOTHER 



THE SKV WAS STILL PARK 
AND SPRINKLED WITH STARS, 
THE AIR BITINGLY COLD. 



SHOULD I 
TELL THEM? 
THEY WOULDN'T 
CARE. OR MAYBE 
THEY'D THINK I 
WAS TRYING TO 
CALL ATTENTION 
TO MYSELF... 
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ISfifiC fiSIMOV'S 



MY LUCK TO 
PRAW TWI$ LOU5V 
SUPPLY Ml 55 ION/ 



BUSINESS AS USUAL , 



UNTIL 



APAPTEP By H 

p. seorr m 

ILLUSTRATE? BY ■ 
MICH ACL PAWS 1 
LETTEREP BY " 

BILL pc arson 

EJPITEZ? BY 

P. K /NOS LEV NANN 





r we've 1 

GOT TO 
GET TO 
VESTA 
BEFORE 
THE AIR 
GIVES 
^ OUT. j 



", , , NO ONE'S 
GOING TO FI NO 
OUT ABOUT THE 
CRASH UNTIL 
THE StLVSR 
QU£EM FAILS 
TO TURN UP 
ON SCHEDULE. 
WE PIPN'T 
EVEN HAVE 
TIME TO SENP 
OUT AN SOS." 



FUNNV 

PLACE.. 

I'VE 

BEEN 

TOWN 

THERE. 



FROZEN 

CARSON 

PIOXIPE 



WILL VOU 1 
TWO STOP 
THIS PAMN 
CHATTER 
ANP PO 
SOMETHING 

2 if A 



f if we 1 

ONLY 
KNEW 
HOW TO 
GO ABOUT 
IT, HUH , 



WAS ON 
VeSTA 
TWO... 
THREE 
TIMES. 
IT’S ALL 
COVE REP 
WITH 
SOME 
STUFF 
LIKE 
SNOW- 
ONLY IT 
AIN'T 
SNOW. 7/ 



NO, THEY 
WON'T BE 
LOOKING 
FOR US... 



FOR 
SOP'S 
SAKE, 
00 SOME- 
THING 



YEAH — 
PRY ICE. 
THAT'S 
WHAT 
MAKES 
► IT ◄ 
SHINE. 
Gives 
IT HIGH 
ALBCPO, 



WONT 1 
THEY BE 
LOOKING 
FOR US 
AS SOON 
AS THEY 
HEAR i 
ABOUT 
THIS 
CRASH 






THREE PAYS OP AIR.' / 
THAT'S THE JOKER IN v 
THE PECK. NO COMMUNI- 
CATION, NO PROPULSIVE 
MECHANISM. ONE 
PUEL JET WOULP ^ 

po it — 

SENT US IN 

^ THE RIOHT H 
V PIRECTlON TO 
VESTA . 
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FIRST, FATE 

r PUTS US WITHIN ARM'S 

reach of a place op safety- 

THEN SEES TO IT THAT We 
HAVE NO WAV OP GETTING 
THERE. A VeA&SSUPPLV 
OP WATER, ENOUGH TO 
GARGLE AN P TO WASH 
ANP TO TAKE BATHS IN 
L. ANP ANYTHING ELSe ^ 
WE WANT. ^ 



TAKE IT 

EASY, MARK. W E'EE ~ 
NOT SO EAPLV OFF. WE 
CAN EAT POUBLE RATIONS 
ANP PRINK OURSELVES . 
^ 60GOY. ^ 



HEV/ 

THAT'S 

IT/ 



r HELL/ ^ 
WE HAVE 
WATER ENOUGH 
TO THROW 
^ AWAY. , , . 



r WHY PO VOU ^ 
/MAKE A JOKE OUT 
OF THIS? CAN'T VOU 
SEE-- WHAT'S THE 
K MATTER */ 



r WHY ^ 
PIPN'T I 
THINK OF IT 
BEFORE R 




LISTEN, MIKE, ^ 
r YOU'RE OUT OF THIS. 
I'M GO INS TO 00 IT ALONE. 
I PON’T NEEP YOUR HELP 
ANP I PON'T WANT IT. 
k IP YOU'RE THAT SURE 
m- OF PYING ANP ^ 
~ THAT AFRAIP, WHV 1 
NOT 6ET THE AOONY 
OVER? WEVE OCT ONE 
HEAT RAY ANP ONE 
L. DETONATOR. ,, ^ 



Y RAISE OUR ^ 

HOPES WITH SOME 
SILLY SCHEME ANP THEN 
FI NP IT POESN'T WORK, 
I'LL FIN P A USE FOR 
THE water: PROWN 
YOU- -ANP SAVE SOME 
OF THE AIR j 
L. EESIPES/ 



...TAKE YOUR ^ 
CHOICE ANP KILL 
YOURSELF. SHEA 
ANP I WON'T 
INTERFERE. . 



WHAT 
WAS THE 
REASON 
FOR 
THAT "2 



all right, 
boy, take it easy. 

r KNOW HOW YOU FEEL. 
IT'S GOT ME, TOO. 



Y AL <- 

r right, M 

WARREN, I 
L I'M WITH M 
W you. 4 
r - 1 guess 

r PIPN'T QUITE 
KNOW WHAT x 
WAS POlNG, .. 



r COME 
ON, LET<5 
OET BUSY. 
WE'RE 
GOING 
. PLACES. 



r 0UT PON'T ^ 
GIVE IN TO IT. 
FIGHT IT, OR YOU'LL 
GO STARK RAVING 
K MAP. ^ 





IS IT 
AIRTIGHT 



y X PON'T know. 

THE INNER POOR SEEMS 
OKAY — 0UT IF I OPEN THE 
OUTER ONE ANP THERE '5 
► ANYTHING WRONG — J 

^ BLOOMY. 'ff ^ 



r iVe got to ^ 

GET OUT5IPE 
SOME WAV. WEVE 
GOT TO TARE 
L THE CHANGE. J 



OPEN THE ^ 
POOR THE TINIEST 
91 T. . 



r LET'S 
HOPE THIS 
THING WILL 
STILL OPEN, 



r I* THERE'S ^ 
A LEAK. THE 1 
ESCAPING GAS WILL 
HOLP THIS AGAINST 
k THE CRACK. j 







{■" f ugE Wl 












Sifl ' ; 




w 

W Sure Wif BA Bj 

1 > ou’v E lf*7 
BEEN IN f. ji 
ONE OF [ A 

those m Mar v ( 

l SUITS 1C 
L BEFORE Bgfl 






wELl^^B 
V ONCE IN B| 
M BASIC, M 
If anvuav.M 


^F^he ^ock Bal 
Bf WAS LAST ^Bl 
USEP FOR ^Bl 

HB ENTRANCE-- Bl 
IT SHOULD 
BE FULL BJ 
PBl of AIR.^J 







w AT LEAST 
THESE MAGNETIC 
GRAPPLES ARE 

WORKING,., C 



r MV GOP, 
THERE'S HARPLY 
ANY FERROUS 
MATERIAL IN , 
THE INTERIOR 
STRUCTURE/ 



, ..WORKING < 
ERRATICALLY. 



TO MAKE 
MATTERS 
WORSE : 



THE NIGHTMARE 
BEGINS. 



THE REGIONAL GRAV/- 
TATORS HAVE A NASTY 
SENSE OF HUMOR . 
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THE CRAWL / S ETERN/TY — 
SOMETHING THAT HAS 
ALWAYS EX! STEP ANP W/LL 
EXIST FOREVER. 



HIS M/NO BEGINS 
TO WAVER. 



ANP SALVA- 
TION IS ONLY 
A STONE'S 
THROW AWAY. 



1 COULP START 
FALLING TOWARP 
VESTA.,, 



I COULD 
START FALLING 
I BUT WHAT IF 
I WENT INTO 
. ORBIT 2 







JUST A LITTLE 






PUSH OFF, A HARP ^ 




i 


KICK AGAINST THE 


L w m ) 1 .. 


/ .^gl •• 


SlPE OF THE SHIP-- J 







IT'S 

ABOUT TIME 
I OCT A 
BREAK. j 



OH, OR CAT — 
JU5T WHAT I 
NEEPEP. 



I'VE ONLY 

COME HALFWAY 
AEOUNpR 



TOO BAP " 
THE MAIN 
OUTLET POINTS 
IN THE WRONG 
PIRECTION. 



I HOPE 
I'VE GOT 
ENOUGH 
JUICE. 
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™ WHY 

PO THEY ) 
HAVE TO <« 
MAKE THESE 
TANKS THREE 
INCHES . 
THICK? C 



YOU'P 

THINK THEY 
COULP MAKE 
A SUIT THAT 
KEEPS HEAT 
„ OUT AS 
WeLL AS ^ 
/A// J 



THERE 1 

CAN'T EE 1 
MUCH LEFT IN 
THE POWER 
. PACK. . 






THE BONE - 
BRUISING 
JOURNEY 
BACK TO 
AIRLOCK S 
IS DRIVEN 
ONLY BY THE 
INSTINCT FOR 
SURVIVAL. 



^ WE'RE APPROACHING 
VESTA IN A SPIRAL PA TH- 
THE STEAM JET SHOULD 
LAND US IN PIVE OR 
^ SIX HOURS. 



AS A 

r MATTER OF ^ 
FACT, IT FREEZES 
AND BOILS AT THE 
SAME TIME. WELL, NOW 
DO VOU FEEL NOW, 
k BRANDON? BETTER, 
Ns. EH? 



^ STEAM — AT ^ 

THE LOW PRESSURE 
OF SPACE! THE BOILING 
POINT OF WAT ER FALLS 
WITH THE PRESSURE. IT 
IS VERY LOW INPEEP 
L. IN A VACUUM. ^ 



f EVEN 1 
ICE HAS 
A VAPOR 
PRESSURE 
SUFFICIENT 
TO SUB - 
L LIME. J 



I MUST HAVE 

f ACTED LIKE A DAMN ~ 
FOOL AND A COWARD AT 
FIRST. I — I GUESS I DON'T 
. PESERVE ALL THIS AFTER 
L. GOING TO PIECES. a 



T FORGET ^ 

IT. VOU'LL 
NEVER KNOW HOW 
NEAR t CAME TO 
BREAKING DOWN 
s MYSELF. . 



r GENTLEMEN , ~ 

r give vou the 

YEAR'S SUPPLY 
OF GOOD OLD H%0 

we USED TO 

k HAVE. A 





i w 


THE |-| 






Rl 
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